
3/22/20 
Please find an email we received from U.S. Senator Ed Markey’s office in regards to resources 

available for residents, businesses and communities during this time. 
 
Good evening, 
As of 12:30PM today, the Massachusetts Department of Public Health (DPH) has reported 646 
confirmed positive cases of COVID-19 in the Commonwealth. 71 individuals have been 
hospitalized. Senator Markey is deeply saddened by the five COVID-19-related deaths that 
have been reported. Please stay up-to-date by visiting the DPH website.  
 
This evening Senator Markey voted against the CARES Act, the Phase 3 coronavirus economy 
relief package, because it fails to offer adequate relief to workers, struggling students, states, 
and cities. Read his full statement here.  
 
Increased CDBG Funds 
Senator Markey has joined the entire Massachusetts delegation in a letter to Congressional 
leadership urging robust funding for the Department of Housing and Urban 
Development’s  (HUD) Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program in the 
COVID-19 stimulus package. This program helps mayors and local governments throughout 
Massachusetts provide vital services to their communities in unprecedented times, and is one of 
the federal government’s most effective means to provide resources to meet the needs of low- 
and moderate-income income communities across the nation. Every $1 of CDBG funding 
leverages another $4.09 in additional public and private investments. Read the delegation’s 
letter here.  
 
UN Security Council Resolution 
As a member of the Senate Committee on Foreign Relations, Senator Markey has been joined 
by several colleagues in calling on President Trump to introduce a United Nations (UN) 
Security Council resolution that declares pandemics a clear threat to international peace 
and security, and urge action on the resolution as soon as the Security Council reconvenes. 
This action would help fight the global spread of the novel coronavirus and help prevent future 
biothreats. Read the Senators’ letter here.  
 
Protections for Airline Employees 
As a member of the Senate Commerce, Science, and Transportation Committee, Senator 
Markey called on Senate Leadership to include protections for employees and contractors 
in any financial assistance to the airline industry. The country’s airlines have been dealt a 
financial blow, but the industry’s business practices over the years have exacerbated the issues 
they currently face, including spending the last five years using 96% of their cash flow on stock 
buybacks instead of investing in workers’ efforts to win living wages, sick days, and health care. 
Any grants or loans to the industry must now come with protections for employees and 
employees of contractors performing traditional airline work, including paid sick days, layoff 
protection, and wage supplements. Read the Senators’ letter here.  
 
Immediate Use of Full Defense Production Act 
Senators Markey and Brown (D-Ohio) have led 18 colleagues in blasting President Trump’s 
refusal to use all authorities under the Defense Production Act (DPA), which would provide 
essential tools for rapidly scaling up our national response to the spread of the novel 
coronavirus. The Senators are calling on President Trump to immediately implement all DPA 
powers under Titles I, III, and VII to massively scale up production of testing kits, personal 
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protective equipment (PPE) such as respirators and gloves, ventilators, and other critical 
materials that our country direly needs. Read the Senators’ letter here.  
 
Protecting American Citizens Overseas 
Senator Markey has called on the Department of State to immediately prioritize services for 
U.S. citizens overseas. After his request, the State Department stood up the repatriation task 
force on March 19. In many countries, commercial flights are not available as borders shut 
down, leaving Massachusetts and other U.S. residents stranded and with little to no guidance 
from U.S. Embassies and Consulates on the ground. Senator Markey is further calling on 
Secretary Pompeo to quickly implement more robust backup plans for overseas posts that are 
overwhelmed with U.S. citizen requests for guidance and assistance, and will soon request the 
Department of Homeland Security to coordinate with the State Department on humanitarian 
parole issues. Read Senator Markey’s letter here.  
 
Unfair Airline Fees 
Senator Markey and Senator Warren have blasted the Department of Transportation (DOT) 
for its refusal to protect travelers from unfair cancellation and change fees during the 
coronavirus pandemic. The flying public is increasingly anxious about suing existing or buying 
new airline tickets because of the rapidly spreading virus. There are gaps in domestic airline 
policy which will leave many individuals with no choice but to either accept the risk of flying or 
pay excessive fees. Most airlines are only offering flight credits instead of cash refunds, which is 
particularly concerning when many Americans are in direct need of cash. Read Senators 
Markey and Warren’s letter here.  
 
Protecting Unaccompanied Minors 
Senator Markey has requested information from the Office of Refugee Resettlement (ORR) on 
the plans and procedures it has in place to prevent the spread of COVID-19 to immigrant 
children in its facilities. It has been reported that a staff member of a New York facility 
housing unaccompanied immigrant children has tested positive for the coronavirus. In Fiscal 
Year 2019, the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) referred almost 70,000 
unaccompanied children (UACs) to ORR to be placed in its care; these children are a uniquely 
vulnerable population who have no parents or guardians in the United States. Care providers 
funded by ORR must give UAC’s routine medical care, have written safety plans that address 
medical emergencies and disease outbreaks, and meet all state and local requirements for 
licensing and public health. Read Senator Markey’s letter here.  
 
Enhanced Entry Requirements & Safety Equipment for Frontline Employees 
Senator Markey is demanding answers from Secretary of State Pompeo and Acting Secretary of 
the Department of Homeland Security Chad Wolf about the federal government’s ability to help 
Americans return to the United States safely amidst the outbreak of COVID-19. It is apparent 
that the United States is unprepared to rapidly implement appropriate, science-based 
travel restrictions and entry requirements, and unwilling to proactively communicate with 
our partners worldwide and with the World Health Organization. Senator Markey in his 
letter urges implementing requirements for entry into the United States that are consistent with 
scientific and public health expertise, as well as best diplomatic practices. Read his letter here. 
 
Visit Senator Markey’s coronavirus resource page here. Please feel free to reach me on my cell 
phone at 978-505-2134.  
 
Best regards, 
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