
3/26/20 
Please find an email we received from U.S. Senator Ed Markey’s office in regards to resources 

available for residents, businesses and communities during this time. 
 
 
All, 
 
The Massachusetts Department of Public Health, as of 4:00PM yesterday, has announced 1,838 
confirmed positive cases of COVID-19 in Massachusetts. 19,794 individuals have been tested, 103 
individuals have been hospitalized, and there have been 15 reported deaths.  
 
Early Wednesday night, the Senate reached a compromise on the third coronavirus relief package. A vote 
in the Senate took place last night, and Senator Markey voted yes. Senator Markey fought for worker 
retention protections, expanded unemployment insurance, adequate direct payments to individuals 
and families, support for hospitals, states and municipal governments, and more. This legislation is 
not perfect, and will need to be followed by additional relief and legislation to ensure our economy and 
families survive, but it will provide the first step of relief now. A more comprehensive summary is being 
worked on and will be shared as soon as possible.  
 
Some highlights of Senator Markey’s work include: 
• Expanded unemployment insurance for all workers. Senator Markey fought for special protections for 

gig workers and independent contractors, including self-employed fishermen.  
• Senator Markey has been fighting for the Trump Administration to fully utilize the Defense Production 

Act (and yesterday asked FEMA why it still has not committed to its full use). $1 billion is appropriated 
in this legislation for using authorities in Title III of the Act, as well as $16 billion to replenish the 
Strategic National Stockpile.  

• Senator Markey led the call for conditions to any airline bailout, and this bill keeps millions of airline 
workers on the job, while prohibiting stock buybacks and puts limits on executive pay.  

• The legislation includes $10 billion for airports such as Logan International and Nantucket Memorial 
that Senator Markey fought for, and he helped secure $25 billion for public transit agencies like the 
MBTA to protect public safety while ensuring access to jobs, medical treatment, food, and other 
essential services.  

• For seniors, the legislation includes Senator Markey’s legislation to suspend unfair penalties on 
retirement accounts so they don’t face unfair tax burdens.  

• Senator Markey called on Senate leadership to protect our fishing and seafood industries. There is 
$300 million included to help fishermen, and they will be eligible for disaster assistance.  

• On behalf of Massachusetts hospitals, Senator Markey fought for increased financial assistance, and 
this legislation includes more than $150 billion ($55 billion more than the original proposal) to stabilize 
the health care system. 

• For the more than 669,000 Massachusetts small businesses fighting for their economic survival, this 
bill provides more than $350 billion in loan forgiveness grants to small businesses and nonprofits, so 
they can maintain their payroll and pay expenses. As a member of the Small Business Committee, 
Senator Markey secured provisions waiving payments for every small business with an existing SBA 
loan.  

 
 
DOL Guidance on Emergency Paid Leave 
The U.S. Department of Labor has issued its first round of implementation guidance pursuant to the 
Families First Coronavirus Response Act (FFCRA), signed into law on March 18th. This includes 
guidance for employer requirements, employee rights, and potential frequently asked questions.  
 
Preventing Misinformation on Federal Social Distancing Guidance 
Today, Senator Markey called out President Trump for telling Americans to “return to work,” and 
demanded he stop ignoring guidance from federal government health and medical experts who 
warn that a suspension or relaxation of federal guidance - which went into effect on March 16th - could 
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prolong the heath emergency and inflict even greater damage on the U.S. economy. The Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) projects that even with continued robust intervention by local, 
state, and federal government, coronavirus patients will strain our U.S. health care system and its 
inventory of 925,000 hospital beds. Senator Markey specifically implored the President to take no action 
to suspend or otherwise relax the March 16 guidance unless all members of the White House 
Coronavirus Task Force concur with that decision. Read his letter here.  
 
Protecting Student Privacy 
Senator Markey sent a letter yesterday to the Federal Trade Commission (FTC) and Department of 
Education (ED) urging joint guidance to education technology (ed tech) companies and parents to 
protect student privacy during the coronavirus pandemic. As schools across the country have 
closed, millions of students are engaging in “distance learning,” using ed tech platforms from their homes 
- but this industry employs inadequate privacy safeguards. In 2018, the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
(FBI) issued a Public Service Announcement warning that malicious use of data collected by ed tech 
could result in “social engineering, bullying, tracking, identity theft, or other means for targeting children.” 
Senator Markey is recommending guidance that ed tech companies do not sell or otherwise monetize 
student data, communicate clearly their policies, and importantly, that they do not weaken privacy 
safeguards when users access tools at home rather than in classrooms. Read Senator Markey’s letter 
here. 
 
Best regards, 
Claire 
 
Claire Teylouni 
She/Her/Hers 
Regional Director 
Office of Senator Ed Markey 
JFK Federal Building, Suite 975 
15 New Sudbury Street 
Boston, MA 02203 
 
e: claire_teylouni@markey.senate.gov  
p: 617.565.8519 
c: 978.505.2134 
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