
3/19/20 
Please find an email we received from U.S. Senator Ed Markey’s office in regards to resources 

available for residents, businesses and communities during this time. 
 
Good evening, 
This is our fourth update from Senator Markey’s office in regards to the COVID-19 pandemic. The 
Massachusetts Department of Public Health (DPH) announced today there are 328 confirmed positive 
cases of COVID-19 in Massachusetts. 43 individuals have been hospitalized.  
 
 
Small Business Committee Proposal 
Yesterday, we updated you that Senator Markey was working with colleagues on the Senate Committee 
on Small Business and Entrepreneurship to develop a package of proposals to provide aid to small 
businesses. This package was released today, and includes recovery grants, debt relief, loan programs, 
and more. Read the proposal here.  
 
$1.08 Billion in Medicaid Funding to Massachusetts 
An estimated $1.08 billion in Medicaid will be directed to Massachusetts in the recently-passed federal 
coronavirus stimulus package. This package included a 6.2% increase in the Federal Medicaid Assistance 
Percentage (FMAP) for Medicaid - an increase for which Senator Markey urged support on the Senate 
floor last week as a way to pump additional money into states working to address the coronavirus 
pandemic. More information about the Families First legislation will be forthcoming.  
 
Protection for Gig Economy Workers 
Senator Markey has called on Senate leadership to protect gig workers who are struggling during the 
coronavirus emergency -- some of the most valuable employees during this crisis but also the most 
vulnerable -- in the next relief package Congress considers. The federal government must step up to 
provide economic support for every impacted worker. Senator Markey urged leadership to consider 
relief that includes: 1) paid leave provisions which specifically apply to gig workers; 2) broadened paid 
leave provisions to include employees who are feeling sick; and 3) expanded paid leave to include 
workers at companies of more than 500 employees. Read Senator Markey’s letter here.  
 
Bank Fee Moratorium 
Senators Markey and Warren are calling on Massachusetts financial institutions to provide relief to 
customers struggling during the coronavirus emergency. The Senators sent a letter to the 19 largest 
banks and credit unions in the state urging them to grant a moratorium for the duration of the crisis on 
ATM fees, overdraft fees, minimum balance mandates, late fees for credit card payments, and any other 
fees that would increase the financial burden on consumers. “We are asking you to be a leader within 
the Massachusetts community and set an example for the financial sector in the rest of the country. We 
need to help the most vulnerable of our citizens during this crisis.” Read more of Senators Markey and 
Warren’s letter here.  
 
Travel Insurance Consumer Protection 
In 2018, Senator Markey, who is a member of the Senate Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation, released “Flyer Beware: Is Travel Insurance Worth It?,” a report that documented the 
unfair and misleading advertising that travel insurance companies use to over-promise the benefits of 
the policies while under-delivering coverage for consumers who actually need it. Today, he called on 
travel insurance providers to provide coverage to consumers who purchased travel insurance plans 
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but whose claims related to the coronavirus are being denied. Americans are following the advice of 
public health officials to shorten or cancel their trips, and should not discover that, unless they fall ill 
from the coronavirus, the travel insurance plans they purchased will not cover their claims. Read 
Senator Markey’s letter here.  
 
Protecting Consumer Privacy 
After The Washington Post reported that the Trump Administration is discussing partnership with major 
technology companies - including Google, Facebook, IBM, and others -  to fight the coronavirus 
pandemic by leveraging users’ location data and analyzing information consumer location information 
to stop the spread of the novel coronavirus, Senator Markey has stepped in to ask critical questions 
regarding consumer privacy and protection. In a letter to the Office of Science and Technology Policy 
(OSTP), Senator Markey affirmed that the federal government “must use technological innovations and 
collaboration with the private sector to combat the virus,” but raised concerns about the associated 
privacy risks. He wants to know how any data will be collected and stored, who will have access to it, 
and more. Read Senator Markey’s letter here.  
 
Permanent Pandemic Chief 
Senator Markey today introduced legislation that requires the President to appoint a permanent 
Pandemic Prevention and Response Coordinator, housed on the National Security Council (NSC). This 
position was created by President Obama after the Ebola virus emerged as a global health threat in 
2016, as an acknowledgment that tackling global pandemics necessitates a bigger U.S. policy authority 
and presence within the administration’s security policymaking apparatus. The Trump administration 
eliminated the position in 2018 and has drastically cut resources put toward global health preparedness. 
Senator Markey called for President Trump to reestablish the position on January 27th. A copy of the 
legislation can be found here.  
 
Visit Senator Markey’s coronavirus resource page.  
 
Best regards, 
Claire 
 
Claire Teylouni 
She/Her/Hers 
Regional Director 
Office of Senator Ed Markey 
JFK Federal Building, Suite 975 
15 New Sudbury Street 
Boston, MA 02203 
 
e: claire_teylouni@markey.senate.gov  
p: 617.565.8519 
c: 978.505.2134 
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