
Please find an email we received from U.S. Senator Ed Markey’s office in regards to resources 
available for residents, businesses and communities during this time. 

 
Good evening, 
I am writing to provide our third correspondence in a series of periodic updates from Senator 
Markey’s office in regards to the COVID-19 pandemic. As of today, the Massachusetts 
Department of Public Health has announced that there are 256 confirmed positive cases of 
COVID-19 in the state. 27 individuals have been hospitalized. As always, please visit the DPH 
website for the most up-to-date numbers, state orders, and CDC guidance. 
 
First, a scheduling note: please mark your calendars to join Senator Markey on Facebook 
Live tomorrow, Thursday, March 19th at 5PM. He will be answering questions about the 
latest news on the COVID-19 crisis and his efforts to support Massachusetts families and 
residents.  
 
Defense Production Act 
Senator Markey on Sunday called for President Trump to invoke the Defense Production Act, 
which would activate a wartime military mobilization of private industry to allow for increased 
production of the lifesaving personal protective equipment (PPE), medical supplies and devices, 
and diagnostic testing supplies we need to combat this coronavirus. Senator Markey introduced 
a resolution in the Senate on Monday calling on the President to use this authority, and 
discussed its importance with MGH President Dr. Peter Slavin in The Boston Globe.  
 
President Trump announced this afternoon that he will be invoking the Defense Production Act 
in order to bring the full power of the federal government to bear in mobilizing a war-scale 
manufacturing effort. Senator Markey spoke to Vice President Pence yesterday, urging the 
White House to use this authority and raised the alarms he has heard from nurses and doctors 
in Massachusetts. Watch Senator Markey’s remarks on the Senate floor today.  
 
Aid to Small Business 
As a member of the Senate Committee on Small Business and Entrepreneurship, Senator 
Markey is working with his colleagues on legislation to provide small business loan relief. We 
know that small businesses - especially those in industries such as travel, tourism and 
hospitality - are being heavily impacted by the coronavirus. Legislation is being developed to aid 
with cash flows and low or no interest loans.  
 
We also want to make you aware of the $10M Small Business Recovery Loan Fund announced 
by Governor Baker earlier this week. This Fund will provide emergency capital up to $75,000 to 
Massachusetts-based businesses impacted by COVID-19 with under 50 full- and part-time 
employees, including nonprofits. Loans are immediately available to eligible businesses with no 
payments due for the first 6 months. More information is available here: 
www.empoweringsmallbusiness.org.  
 
Halting Deportations & Closing Immigration Courts 
Senator Markey has called on the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) to immediately halt 
needless deportations and release from detention immigrants who pose no safety threat during 
this evolving public health pandemic. U.S. immigration detention centers have been called a 
“public health disaster waiting to happen,” due to overcrowding conditions, Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement’s (ICE) history of medical neglect. DHS has the authority to release 
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noncitizens from detention while they await immigration court proceedings. Read Senator 
Markey’s letter to DHS here.  
 
Additionally, Senator Markey today called on the Justice Department to immediately close 
immigration courts, which host dozens of visitors and personnel each day, including immigrant 
respondents, immigration judges, attorneys, translators, clerks, and more. The continued 
operation of in-person immigration hearings poses a significant public safety risk, and the 
National Association of Immigration Judges, the American Federation of Government 
Employees Local 511 (the Immigration and Customs Enforcement Professionals Union) and the 
American Immigration Lawyers Association collectively asked for courts to close. Read Senator 
Markey’s letter to the Department of Justice here.  
 
Airline Bailout Conditions 
Senator Markey has joined colleagues in calling for basic consumer and worker protections in 
any coronavirus financial assistance for airline and cruise industries. Acknowledging that 
financial assistance may be necessary for impacted industries, Senator Markey and colleagues 
listed ten requirements to ensure consumer protection, to ensure that particularly the airline 
industry does not obtain federal assistance to stay afloat during the coronavirus pandemic just 
to return to predatory businesses practices afterward. Read Senators Markey, Blumenthal, 
Whitehouse and Baldwin’s letter to Senate leadership here.  
 
Protecting Senior Income and Retirement 
Senator Markey announced today a package of legislation to protect seniors and retirees during 
the economic downturn as a result of the coronavirus pandemic. The package includes two bills, 
one that will suspend the penalty on Required Minimum Distribution (RMDs) for retirement 
accounts for calendar year 2020, and a second that would exempt Social Security benefits from 
income taxes for calendar year 2020. Together, these bills will prevent seniors from facing unfair 
tax burdens due to this emergency. 
 
Finally, a reminder to please let us know if you have any suggestions, questions, or concerns. 
You can also visit Senator Markey’s coronavirus resource page for updates.  
 
Best regards, 
Claire 
 
Claire Teylouni 
She/Her/Hers 
Regional Director 
Office of Senator Ed Markey 
JFK Federal Building, Suite 975 
15 New Sudbury Street 
Boston, MA 02203 
 
e: claire_teylouni@markey.senate.gov  
p: 617.565.8519 
c: 978.505.2134 
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